409

METHODISM.

J5Y MRS.  SHELDON" AMOS.

WHEN I was invited to lecture here I had never delivered a
lecture anywhere, and looking at the list of subjects undertaken
by distinguished persons for this course, I was fainthearted, and
though I did not like exactly to refuse a kind offer, I saw no
excuse for speaking on any great World-Keligion. Of ancient
Egypt alone I knew enough to know that I knew very little. So
I looked further, and seeing one lecture on "The Mass "I perceived
that a portion of Christianity might be admissible, and then it was
clear that I had hereditary right to speak on Methodism: for
after the name of John Wesley himself there occurs no name of a
Methodist organizer and, so to say, statesman so prominent as that
of my grandfather, J)r. Bunting. And yet, though brought up in
the innermost centre of English Methodism, it were with diffidence
I should approach the effort to speak of the great American,
Australian, and other branches of the Methodist Connexion, had
I not, in the course of a life spent among singularly varied sets
of human beings, found constantly a quite curious amount of
ignorance about the meaning, history, condition, and aims of
Methodism. If I can induce some of you to inform yourself about
what I take to be at once the most conservative, the most radical,
the most practical, and the most intensely spiritual of Churches,
the one which has most frequently been rent by the fierce deter-
mination of the violent who take the Kingdom of Heayen by
storm, to press on always to the next step in spiritualized and
spiritualizing popular religion and Church government, I shall not
regret having come to try to speak to you to-day.

I say that Methodism is conservative. John Wesley inherited
both the Puritan and the Anglican traditions, and so the, spirit of
the Eeformation, and you trace that back and back to the beginning
through more and less obscure returnings to a primitive, ideal.
And John Wesley's four volumes of sermons and his notes on the
New Testament are still the comprehensive, tolerant, broad, while
minute and exact, body of theological teaching on which Methodist
ministers are trained, and to which they declare their agreement
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